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staat' is possible, as the outcome of self-acting in-
dividualism, it becomes clear that where questions
of health and education and cultivation are con-
sidered, the differences of temperament among in-
dividuals come to be of paramount importance.
Though there may be some agreement as to what
the State should put down, there is very little, at
present, as to the things which it should foster;
there would even be a difference of opinion as to the
importance of cultivating patriotism1. So far from
the mechanism of society consisting in the uncon
trolled free-play of individuals as we find them,
there is need to form the individual character so
that he may be able to take his place as a part of
the social machine. This was a truth which Mill
recognised, for he felt that his ideal stationary State
could only prosper among individuals who had a
higher degree of intelligence and self-discipline than
he observed in his own generation2.

III.   THE CONTROL OF THE MECHANISM

hj The conception of society as a mechanism is
useful and instructive; for many purposes we
do not need to go outside it; it is most important
that the mechanism should work smoothly, not
only the economic mechanism, but the legislative
mechanism and the administrative mechanism as
well; but it is a mistake to suppose that the State is

1 Inge, in Quarterly Reuieyy, CCCCXLIV, July, 1915.
s Mill, Political Economy, iv, vi, i.